WEST SIDE STORY

Directed by Pete Woodford

Musical Director : Vivian Barber


The old adage says “Never work with Animals and Children” – if Pete Woodford’s direction of this classic is anything to go by, he should only work with animals and children. To draw a performance of quality from any actor is difficult but to get them on the same day is excellent.
The theatre this group performs in does not lend itself to shows in depth – literally and so Nick Pelham – the designer used the width of stage intelligently to portray the grimy reality of 1950’s New York.

The cast performed way above the standard one should reasonably expect from teenagers and some gave true life and passion to their characterisations.
Jemma Beach was outstanding singing with all the innocence required of Maria but bringing a worldly-wise maturity to her approach to young love. Her foil for this was Mark Philips whose gusto drove the plot forward without overwhelming his partner.

The supporting principals of Jamie Dickinson, Scott Macdonald and Manjay Patel all added to the mix and quality of the play. Charlie Hammond as Anita was an excellent foil and is a talent to look for in the future.
The ensemble dancing is a credit to choreographer Liz Woodford and whilst not the regimented presentation of professionals, this did not matter at all. Everybody on the stage was enjoying themselves and so were the audience.

Any show involving accents within the script is difficult but most on stage made a good attempt.

Starburst and Pete Woodford in particular can be particularly proud of this show, building as it does, on the success of Bugsy Malone last year
